
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background: 
Since the beginning of 2015 Greece has experienced an exponential 
increase in the arrival of refugees and asylum-seekers fleeing war, 
violence and persecution. The vast majority of arrivals in Greece are 
refugees fleeing the conflict in Syria, though other nationalities, such 
as Afghans and Iraqis are also fleeing human rights abuses and 
conflict in their home countries.  
 
So far Greece has mostly been a country of transit for the hundreds of 
thousands of refugees who are hoping to reach other European 
countries and claim asylum there. Families use their life savings to 
pay people smugglers for dangerous boat journeys across to Greek 
Islands from Turkey.  
 
It is important to remember that the conflicts in Syria, Afghanistan and 
Iraq have been ongoing for years, even decades in the case of 
Afghanistan. Many of the refugees arriving in Greece have already 
been living in refugee camps in the middle east for several years, but 
the situation in these camps has deteriorated; unable to access 
proper services, to work, receive an education and secure a safe 
future for their families, refugees have made the difficult choice to 
move again, this time to Europe in search of safety.  
 
Refugees who arrive in Greece bring very few provisions with them 
and they have many needs like warm dry clothing, shelter, food, 
water, medical care, hygiene products, counseling and advice.   
 
Activities of the Anglican Church:  
Local Christian church groups in Athens have already mounted 
individual responses to assist refugees in Greece. The Anglican 
Chaplaincy in Athens supported by United Society and Anglican 
Alliance has worked to bring different church groups together in 
Athens to coordinate a compassionate and effective ecumenical 
response for the refugees arriving in Athens and on the Greek 
Islands.  The Anglican Church in Athens has further identified specific 
programs, which need urgent financial support to assist refugees. 
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   Facts and Figures: 
 
• More than 562,355 

asylum-seekers and 
refugees have arrived in 
Greece by boat in 2015  

 
• 3,150 people are 

estimated to have drowned 
on boat journeys to Italy 
and Greece in 2015  

 
• The vast majority of 

arrivals in Greece are 
refugees fleeing war and 
persecution in Syria, 
Afghanistan and Iraq  

 
• 23% of all arrivals in 

Greece are children (All 
figures UNHCR 28 Oct 
2015) 

See over for how you can  
help this Advent season 
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The Anglican Chaplaincy in 
Greece, represented by Fr. 
Malcolm Bradshaw, is 
coordinating with other 
Churches to identify and fund 
critical programs for refugees. 
Here are some examples:  
 
Lighthouse Refugee Relief, 
Lesvos Island 
Our team visited the island of 
Lesvos 15 kms from the coast 
of Turkey. Lesvos recieves the 
highest number of refugee 
boat arrivals in Greece. Boat 
arrivals are chaotic and 
dangerous and many refugees 
have tragically drowned within 
sight of the coast. Typically 
refugees arrive during the 
night in small rubber boats 
crowded with up to 50 people 
onboard. The vast stretch of 
coastline is mostly uninhabited 
and many refugees land in 
isolated parts of the island  
 

where there is no assistance 
(such as at a remote 
lighthouse - pictured above). 
Volunteer and church led  
organisations are criticial in 
monitoring the coast and 
recieving refugees. The 
volunteer teams provide 
refugees with clean dry 
clothing, shoes, medical care 
a hot meal and shelter for the 
night before the refugees can 
move onwards to be 
registered on the main part of 
the island.  
    The Chaplaincy in Greece 
is already providing financial 
support to one particular 
organisation, Lighthouse 
Refugee Relief who are 
performing critical work on 
Lesvos. This non-profit 
organisation has commenced 
a program to construct 
temporary accomodation at a 
lighthouse which tragically 
attracts refugees arriving at 
night to an isolated and 
dangerous part of the 
coastline.  Part of donations to 
the Advent appeal will go  
towards Lighthouse Refugee 
Relief, an example of one 
intiative that the Anglican 
Church is supporting in 
Greece.  
 

Apostoli, Humanitarian arm 
of Greek Orthodox Church 
 
The Anglican Chaplaincy in 
Athens has a strong 
relationship with Apostoli, an 
organisation providing 
essential frontline assistance 
to refugees in Athens and 
those arriving on the Islands 
of Chios, Samos and Kos.  
 
Apostoli provide food and 
water, adult and infant 
hygiene items, and improved 
shelter and living conditions 
for refugees on Chios, Samos 
and Kos. In addition they 
partner with local medical 
teams to provide vaccinations 
for refugee children in Greece.  
 
The Anglican Chaplaincy in 
Greece is already supporting 
Apostoli’s programs and will 
continue to do so with money 
donated during the Advent 
appeal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How you 
can help 

How to donate 
Please send your donation to 

your local Chaplaincy 
treasurer stating clearly, ‘For 

the Bishop’s 2015 Advent 
Appeal’ 
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