Keep St. Catherine's moving forward

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me
A Message from our Treasurer – Stewardship Campaign 2015
Dear Members and Friends of St. Catherine's,
St. Catherine's Church is a unique place: A diverse congregation, united in worship, united in
fellowship, dedicated to reaching out to others who need help.
What do you like about being a part of this community? Is it because you like to hear our vicar
preach? Is it because you like to support our outreach projects? Is it because you love the
cupcakes and pies at our fundraising events? Or simply because you like the spiritual and social
companionship? For whatever reason you are a part of this special community; we all share in
one bread, we are many parts of the one body.
We all want to see St. Catherine's thrive and grow. All of you contribute to make this happen sometimes in small ways, sometimes in big; sometimes through money, sometimes through
your creativity, your enthusiasm or your labor. Thank you for everything you have done!
For some years now, however, we have been struggling to cover our costs. On average, we
need some €6000 per month to keep St. Catherine's running, but each month we are missing
more than €900. This will lead to a deficit of well over €10,000 this year alone. We all wish for
a thriving Church and would like to keep the Anglican Centre to support our activities. But all
this depends on your support. Can you help financially? Can you help us in one of the many
other ways to grow and thrive which will bring us more financial stability? There are many
opportunities, read on to find out about some of them.

With your continued help and support, St. Catherine’s can continue the great work we do and
the wonderful fellowship we have! Thank you!
Best wishes,
Stefan Bernhart
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Financial situation in 2015 – St. Catherine's Anglican Church
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For 2015, we budgeted an expenditure of almost €73,000. After nine months, we have
received only €43,000 which is about €8000 less than what we expected. If this situation of
income not meeting expenditure continues, we will face a deficit of €10,000 or more for 2015.
We need to muster our forces to close that gap by the end of the year!
Thanks to our new St. Catherine's Anglican Centre, we will be able to host spiritual and social
activities of all kinds. It is a financial risk (€885/month) that we have willingly taken to give us
the room that is necessary to let our congregation grow. Please help us turn the risk into the
opportunity we see in it. If our current situation persists, however, we will not be able to afford
the centre for long.
We could cover our costs, if we had 60 people making a regular monthly donation of €100 or
120 people making a monthly donation of €50. This could be supported by further fundraising
activities. Currently, 32 people make a regular donation of €68 on average.
We solely depend on the generosity of each and every church member to make ends
meet and to keep growing!
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Stewardship – Dedicate Your Time and Talent
Stewardship is more than writing a cheque. Our community depends on active members. And
not everyone can donate generously. We need lots of helping hands, good hearts and fast
brains to make both our inward and outward reaching activities successful.
Volunteers are needed to help with the Lessons & Carols service and fundraising events such as
the Bazaar and Book Sale. We also need people to organise and clear up after post-service
refreshments, lead the Prayers of the People, read the Lessons, organise and clear up after potluck lunches, help with the children’s activities and serve on the Church Council.

Please let us know if we can count on your time and talent!

Active ministries and contact persons
•

Fundraising events

Pat Schultz, outreach@stcatherines-stuttgart.de

•

Service helper

Eric Jarman, TC Schultz, warden@stcatherines-stuttgart.de

•

Post-service activities

Susanna Thielecke, fellowship@stcatherines-stuttgart.de

•

Children's activities

Nombule Madikane, children@stcatherines-stuttgart.de

•

Church choir

Stephen Brown, choir@stcatherines-stuttgart.de

•

Church council

Ken Dimmick, vicar@stcatherines-stuttgart.de
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Stewardship – Make an ongoing or one time donation
St. Catherine’s is not part of the German “Kirchensteuer” system – we receive no money from
the German state or the Church of England. The vicar’s salary, the Parish Centre, all our
activities and outreach missions are supported entirely by voluntary contributions from
members, friends and those who wish to support God’s work in this small corner of Stuttgart.
As we are not recognised as an official Kirche, many years ago the church council constituted a
Verein, the Friends of the English Church e.V., to be the legal entity which represents St.
Catherine’s and ensures its charitable status in Germany.
The annual stewardship campaign helps the treasurer predict the income for the next year.

Frequently Asked Questions
How can I donate best?
• The best way to make a donation to St. Catherine's is by bank transfer. You can set up a
monthly transfer (“Dauerauftrag”) or make an annual donation. If you prefer to make
cash donations, you can place them in the offering plate during the service.
To whom do I transfer my contribution?
• Please make your donations for St. Catherine's to the Friends of the English Church e.V.
IBAN: DE67 5206 0410 0000 4022 22
BIC: GENODEF1EK1
Bank: Evangelische Bank
• For American parishioners, see information at the end of the page.
How much shall I donate?
• Every little bit helps. For some perspective, German church tax (Kirchensteuer) amounts
to 9% of your income tax, i.e. if your annual income is €30,000 and you pay €5400
income tax (depending on your status), a church tax of €486 is levied. In the US and
other countries, tithing is a common practice, i.e. you give 10% of your annual income to
church.
• If you can't donate as generously as you would like, think about ways to support the
community by dedicating your time and talent.
Is my donation tax deductible in Germany?
• Yes. For any donation by bank transfer to the Friends of the English Church e.V., you
will receive a donation certificate. If you wish to receive a donation certificate for cash
donations, please place the money in an envelope with your name on it.
Is my donation tax deductible in the US?
• Yes. You can make cash donations to St. Catherine's through the Episcopal Church's
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society in New York. Send your check, specifying that
it is for St. Catherine's, to:
Treasurer
DFMS
815 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10017
• For stock donations, please contact our treasurer Stefan Bernhart.
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PLEDGE FORM 2016

Name:
Address:

Dedicate Your Time and Talent: I/we would like to...
take part in a fundraising event committee (Book Sale, Bazaar, Lessons & Carols)
be a reader, acolyte, usher, altar guild
help with post-service activities (coffee, pot-luck lunch)
help maintain the parish centre
be a Sunday school teacher
lead youth activities
sing in the choir
stand for the church council

Make an ongoing or one time donation: I/we would like to pledge...
an annual donation of:

EUR

a monthly donation of:

EUR

I would like a German tax receipt
I will make a donation through the DFMS in the US

Please hand this pledge form before the end of 2015
to our treasurer Stefan Bernhart or
send it by email to treasurer@stcatherines-stuttgart.de or
snail mail to Friends of the English Church e.V.,c/o Treasurer,
Lorenzstaffel 8, 70182 Stuttgart

